The First Home Rale Bill
suffering, and the enactment of a perpetual Coercion Bill*
It dragged on through the years 1887,1888, and 1889, draining
away the funds of the National League, as Miss Anna Parnell
and her female fanatics had drained away the funds of the
Land League* In 1887 Lord Salisbury, exactly one year
late, ordered the Tory party to pass a Land Bill which was
practically a duplicate of the Bill introduced by Parnell and
rejected by the Government in 1886* " Lord Salisbury did
in 1887 the precise thing which he had declared in 1886 it
would not be 4 honest * or * expedient * to do/'1
It was then that the period of lionising began* Parnell
had passed through great unpopularity, which had reached
its nadir in the closing months of 1885* He and his colleagues
had endured the abuse and contempt of Parliament and press
and people with fortitude, and now the reaction in their
favour had set in* The neurasthenic young man from
Wicklow who had incurred the contempt of Mr* Henry
Lucy in 1876 had become the acknowledged equal of Mr*
Gladstone and Lord Salisbury* Men deferred to him* A
party unquestioningly obeyed him* A nation adored him*
The word ** adored " is not carelessly used* It is a state-
ment of bare fact to say that the great mass of the Irish people
adored Parnell at this time* There were Unionists who felt
for him some of the passionate affection which the Nationalists
so bountifully bestowed upon him* That affection persists
to this day among those who knew him, and has made a
legendary figure of him for those who did not* ** I know
* * * a rabid Unionist," wrote a lady in 1924 to the present
writer, ** who to this day loves Parnell* He says that Mr*
Parnell was not a talkative man, but that he would chat freely
and laugh heartily with the people about Avondale, and the
quarrymen and the miners; but that with upstarts he would
have nothing to do (Mr*------includes the whole Parnellite
1 Life of Charles Stewart Parnell, by R* Barry O'Brien, vol* ii., p* 174*
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